
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tilts and More Tilts 
 
Have you got three minutes? Let me share this note I recently wrote in the margin of my 
Bible. (You do know that it is both permissible and advisable to write insights in your 
Bible's margins and also use a highlighter pen to emphasize the Holy Spirit "uh huhs", 
don't you?) Alongside the passage found in Luke 1:26-38, I wrote "Mary's Brain Tilters" 
and these eight things that sent Mary's brain into spasms. 
 
1. The appearance of an angel. (verse 28) 
2. A "Say what?" salutation. (verse 29) 
3. Is the "thy womb" my womb? (verse 31) 
4. This child will be called the Son of the Highest. (verse 32) 
5. The child will be a throne sitter. (verse 32) 
6. The child will have a kingdom. (verse 33) 
7. Maybe Gabriel is missing the obvious. (verse 34) 
8. The words "Holy Ghost" and "overshadow" weren't in "the talk" given by her mother. 
(verse 35) 
 
Can you even begin to comprehend what must have been happening inside Mary's 
mind? Surely, each of these points would have caused her brain's tilt, tilt, tilt mechanism 
to kick in. 
 
Did Mary have questions? Yes. Was Gabriel's announcement beyond anything that she 
would have ever imagined? Most definitely. Yet, in the midst of questions galore, Mary 
allowed the word of the Lord to have preeminence over the whats and hows. We see 
this in her response. 
 



"And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word. 

And the angel departed from her." Luke 1:38 
 

Here is the reason for this mini-teaching. I am sure that we have all experienced plenty 
of brain tilters. Here are a couple of examples. 
 
*You may have received X-rays and MRI reports from trained, reputable physicians that 
clearly show a serious medical situation. Yet, the word of the Lord came to you and 
placed your healing in the past tense as you read "…Himself took our infirmities and 
bare our sicknesses" (Matthew 8:17) and "…by whose stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 
2:24).  

*You might be facing discouragement from the circumstances facing your ministry. The 
pressures are unreal, causing you to toss and turn at night, question your purpose, and 
seek an escape route. And yet, the word of the Lord through the Holy Spirit is reminding 
you that "The LORD says this to you: 'Don't be afraid or discouraged because of this 
large army. The battle is not your battle, it is God's" (2 Chronicles 20:15, New Century 
Version) and you have the advantage over these circumstances because "However, I am telling 
you nothing but the truth when I say it is profitable (good, expedient, advantageous) for 
you that I go away. Because if I do not go away, the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, 
Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you [into close 
fellowship with you]; but if I go away, I will send Him to you [to be in close fellowship 
with you]" (John 16:7, Amplified Bible). 

In these two scenarios, the tilt, tilt, tilts with the whats and hows couldn't be far behind! 
 
I am sharing this today because I have such a knowing that someone needs to echo 
Mary's response. Know that it's not just any old word from any old person that we are 
embracing – it's a word directly from the One who cannot lie. (Numbers 23:19) In the 
midst of your tilts and more tilts, remember that God is INCREDIBLY good at fulfilling 
His promises. To quote from F.F. Bosworth's Christ the Healer "The only purpose of 
God's promises is their fulfillment". Find in God's Word what He has to say about your 
situation and then take an unwavering, unrelenting stand upon that unchangeable, sure 
Word of the Lord and declare "Be it unto me according to thy word". That word WILL 
come to pass! Only two more words are needed. Amen? Amen! 
 

 

© 2025 Billy Burns Ministries 
PO Box 6981, Lakeland, FL 33807 

Reproduction of this teaching in any format is strictly forbidden 
except for usage within the local church for training purposes. 

Website: www.billyburns.com 
Email: billy@billyburns.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BillyBurnsMinistries 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/IamBillyBurns 


